Introduction
The term "crypto-religious" is meant to designate the status of people whose real religious views and practices are not in accordance with their ofÀ cial religious afÀ liation and who frequently may seek to hide this fact from the larger public. "Crypto-Jewish" and "crypto-Christian" groups have been observed in most different periods and regions of the Islamic world. They appeared in Egypt in the early 11th century (as a result of the wave of oppression by the Fatimid Caliph al-Hakim) and North West Africa in the 12th century. Cases of Crypto-Judaism were reported for the Yemen of the 12th century and Iran of the 17th and 19th centuries. In the Ottoman Empire, crypto-Christians were spotted on Cyprus and Crete, in Albania and Kosovo, Macedonia and North East Anatolia. We also hear of crypto-Christians in the Aegean island group of the Dodecanes, in Bulgaria and Bosnia. In the city of Bukhara in Central Asia crypto-Jews were to be found in the 18th and 19th centuries. One may also be familiar with the Jewish 'Messias' Sabbatai Zvi in the 17th century, whose crypto-Jewish followers still form today in Turkey the group of the so-called Sabbateans. Crypto-religiosity is not reserved to the Islamic realm. By far the most notorious case of a crypto-religious group is located in the Spain after the Reconquista. Crypto-Jews (Marranos) and Crypto-Muslims (Moriscos) had converted under pressure to Christianity, but continued to practice their former religions in hiding. Nonetheless, attempts to conceal one's true faith have been common within the Muslim community itself. The vast majority of Islamic states-as a prominent example we may mention the Ottoman Empire-were bound to the Sunni tradition. 
